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 Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order): 
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Upcoming Events: 
4/6/21 
Faculty Recital: David 
Gresham, clarinet 
   7:30 p.m., limited seating  




   7:30 p.m., limited seating  
  (Kemp)and livestream  
   event 
4/11/21 
ISU Percussion Ensemble 
Concert 
   7:00 p.m., limited seating  
  (CPA) and livestream event 
4/13/21 
Convocation Hour Recital 
   11:00 a.m., limited seating    
   (CPA) and livestream event 
continued on page 4  
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Allison Alcorn was a guest lecturer for undergraduate music majors at 
Memorial University of  Newfoundland in a five-lecture series on the musical 
instruments of  the 18th century. She also guest lectured a little closer to home for 
the ISU Symphony, talking about “Handel and the Social, Political, and Legal 
Context of  the Op. 6 Grand Concerti.” For the past five Saturdays, Allison has 
participated in a Newberry Library seminar on “The Castrati and Baroque 
Opera” thanks to a CTLT Culturally Responsive Learning Grant. Additionally, 
she had the honor of  participating in a webinar on study abroad with Rick Steves 
through our partner in the ISU Music in the UK Program, IFSA-Butler Study 
Abroad. ISU Music in the UK 2022 is in full recruiting mode, planning for 
London and Edinburgh with day/overnight trips to Oxford, Worchester, Bath, 
and Glasgow in May 2022. As president of  ISU’s Epsilon Chi chapter of  Pi 
Kappa Lambda, along with secretary-treasurer Joe Matson and the faculty 
membership, 15 undergraduates and 9 graduate students were inducted into the 
honor society based on their outstanding achievements in music. Allison is serving 
on the newly-formed editorial advisory board for Gauisus, ISU’s journal for the 
Scholarship of  Teaching and Learning.  
Deb Austin gave a Master Class through Zoom to students from Washington 
High School on February 25.   The students sang a prepared song, were given 
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suggestions and coached through their selections.  
During the week of  March 16-19, Deb judged 26 
participants in the Southern Illinois Young Artist 
Organization’s Vocal Competition.  Each singer 
submitted 4 recorded songs 
– opera, oratorio and art 
songs.  This was an 
international competition 
with many exceptional 
singers participating.  Deb, 
along with judges Chase 
Hopkins, Stella Markou, 
and the SIYAO board 
members, selected three 
winners and two honorable 
mentions.  
Ruben Balboa was elected 
as a board member for the 
American Viola Society. He 
will begin his 3-year term in 
June 2021.  Ruben also 
completed a one-week 
residency at Texas State 
University in San Marcos, 
Texas, where he taught 
masterclasses for undergraduate violinists and violists. 
Dr. Ames Asbell from Texas State University completed 
a one-week residency with the ISU viola studio.  Ruben, 
Benjamin De Kock, and Cora Swenson Lee, along 
with ISU String Project teachers, coordinated a mid-
semester online spring concert.  The video is available 
here.  Finally, Ruben 
would like to extend 
his thanks to Ben, 
Cora, and Tuyen 
Tonnu for 
performing with him  
on his March 31st 
faculty recital, “An 
Evening of Chamber 
Music with 
Friends.”  The 
recital featured 
works by Haydn, Gliere, Piston, Ravel, Ponce, and 
Piazolla.   
Dr. Glenn Block, the ISU String Symphony and the 
graduate conducting seminar 
have been very active through 
March preparing for various 
concerts and collaborations.  
The two graduate conducting 
assistants Nickolai Podvin and 
Mathew Clarke were involved 
in taping the spring radio opera 
recordings for future broadcast 
on WGLT in April. They had 
been involved in 6 weeks of  
rehearsals with singers and 
pianists prior to the tapings.  
The ISU graduate conducting 
seminar hosted a guest master 
class on Thursday, March 25 
with Maestro Kirk Muspratt, 
music director of  the Northwest 
Indiana Symphony and New 
Philharmonia Symphony/
Opera (Chicago). Maestro 
Muspratt served as Associate 
Conductor of  the St. Louis Symphony with Leonard 
Slatkin and the Pittsburgh Symphony with Lorin 
Maazel. Graduate conductors Nickolai Podvin, 
Matthew Clarke, Guilhermes Rodriguez (Brazil), and 
Facundo Sacco (Argentina) participated.  The ISU 
String Symphony and Concert Choir performed a joint 
collaborative concert 
of  the Schubert Mass 
in G Major in concert 
on Sunday, March 28, 
with Dr. Karyl 
Carlson conducting 
the Schubert. The 
concert also featured 
the world premiere of  
DEFI! by ISU faculty 
composer Dr./ Roy 
Magnuson, written 
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Congratulations to these students 
who completed degree recitals  
in March! 
Ryan Baur, saxophone 
Matthew Davis, voice 
Emily Hansen, soprano 
Lydia Hedberg, cello 
Maddie Hubbard, flute 
Delany Jablonski, voice 
Brendan Korak, trumpet 
Shinae Lee, piano 
Rachel Nulf, flute 
Gina Russel, flute 
Kristen Townander, flute 
Leo Wang, voice 
Students recording the spring operas for upcoming WGLT radio broadcast on April 30.
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after the Paris terrorist attack in 2015. The string 
orchestra also performed Barber’s Adagio for Strings 
(used as music to accompany the war violence in the 
movie Platoon), and was conducted by graduate 
conducting student Matthew Clarke. The entire concert 
and repertoire were planned before the recent gun 
violence in Boulder and Atlanta. A moment of  silence 
in memory was held at the beginning of  the concert 
for those whose lives were lost.   
David Collier, percussion, presented a virtual 
percussion masterclass on “Practicing at Home during 
COVID” for the District 214 Township High School 
Honor Band on March 1.  In this session, David offered 
creative ways to continue to develop percussion skills 
even without the regular instruments.  On March 20, 
David performed as timpanist – for the first time since 
February 2020 – in a virtual concert with the Peoria 
Symphony Orchestra.  This concert, which featured 
Adriana Ransom as the soloist for the Haydn Cello 
Concerto in C Major, was broadcast on WTVP – 47 on 
March 28.  It will be broadcast on WGLT radio (89.1 
or wglt.org) radio on Friday, April 2nd, at 8pm. 
Benjamin De Kock and the ISU Bass studio hosted 
Professor Ira Gold (Peobody Institute, National 
Symphony Orchestra) for a guest master class on 
March 12th.    
On March 2nd Tom Faux hosted kora (21-string 
harp-lute) player Jean René Balekita in a guest remote 
lecture for Mus 152 students.  Mr. Balekita is an 
extraordinary singer, guitarist, and kora payer, and was 
a recording star in the Democratic Republic of  the 
Congo before fleeing persecution in 2015. He spoke to 
students about the traditional role of  musicians in 
Africa--to guide the ethical life of  listeners--and he 
discussed the close link between music and spoken 
language in Africa. 
Angelo Favis taught a masterclass to guitar students 
at Lincoln-Way Central and North High Schools and 
judged the Guitar Division of  the 2021 Society of  
American Musicians Virtual Competition. He and 
Kim Risinger performed as the Linden Duo for the 
District 214 online band clinic.   
Martha Horst’s vocal trio Hand Games will be 
premiered virtually by the Artemisia Vocal Trio on 
Friday, April 30th at 7:30 pm.  Details on how to view 
the performance may be found here. 
Tony Marinello started the month with a virtual 
honor band for the District 214 High Schools: Buffalo 
Grove High School, Elk Grove High School, John 
Hersey High School, Prospect High School, Rolling 
Meadows High School and Wheeling High School. 
With the event organizer, Tony arranged for 
instrumental masterclasses given by all of  our wind 
and percussion faculty. After the masterclasses, Tony 
led a session on the background and performance 
aspects of  Omar Thomas’ Come Sunday with the 
students (a piece that was premiered here at Illinois 
State University). Tony was also asked to serve as an 
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Bass student Hunter Thoms performs for guest artist Ira Gold. 
Guest artist Jean René Balekita visits Tom Faux’s music class.
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adjudicator for the Illinois Wesleyan University Wind 
Concerto Competition. He also gave a guest lecture to 
music education students at the University of  
Louisiana - Lafayette entitled “A Concert Cycle at 
30,000 Feet: From Selecting Repertoire to the 
Performance.” 
The trumpet studio of  Anne McNamara has recently 
been recognized on the national level thanks to nine 
students advancing to the semi-finals of  the 2021 
National Trumpet Competition. Trevor Gould, Eric 
Caldwell, Brendan Korak, Katherine Shindledecker, 
Alexandra Karafotias, Ryan Valdivia, Katherine 
Freimuth, Collin Halihan and Jeri Rethford formed a 
trumpet ensemble and commissioned and recorded a 
brand new piece by ISU student Harrison Collins 
entitled "Hope is the thing with Feathers" inspired by 
the Emily Dickinson poem of  
the same name. Jeri Rethford 
also advanced to the semi-finals 
for the military band audition 
competition. Special thanks to 
Dr. Tony Marinello who 
conducted the students during 
their recording process. The 
performance can be viewed 
here.   
Dr. Snyder started doing lab 
band along with Phil Hash in 
March.  This is a non-credit 
experience that allows 
instrumental music ed majors a 
chance to conduct and work with other students on 
secondary instruments in a socially distanced 
environment.  This is a valuable experience that allows 
music ed majors a chance to apply what they have 
learned in class.  Dr. Snyder also had Shawn 
McNamara and Rachel Hockenberry teach on 
trombone and horn respectively to his brass methods 
this past month. 
Cora Swenson Lee and the ISU cello studio hosted 
guest masterclasses with Dr. Daniel Ketter of  Missouri 
State University (March 29th) and Leighton Fong of  
Left Coast Chamber Ensemble (April 2nd). Students in 
the ISU cello studio performed in the masterclasses 
and the String Area Recital (March 22nd), sharing 
works by Bach, Coleridge-Taylor, Bloch, and 
Sibelius. Student Lydia Hedberg gave a successful 
junior recital featuring works for solo cello by Bach, 
Cassado, and Summer. Members of  the cello studio 
also assisted with the ISU String Project's mid-semester 
virtual concert, which streamed on March 20th. Dr. 
Swenson Lee gave a virtual masterclass at Missouri 
State University on March 26th, and additionally 
served as an adjudicator of  the cello divisions for the 
Society of  American Musicians competition and the 
ASTA Illinois Concerto Competition. 
Tuyen Tonnu and Geoffrey Duce traveled in 
March to the Steinway Piano Gallery in Maryland 
Heights, Missouri, to choose 
three new Steinway Model B 
grand pianos for ISU.  These 
instruments are being 
purchased through the 
generous gift given by alumna 
and donor Wonsook Kim in 
support of  the Wonsook Kim 
College of  Fine Arts.  
Following a long afternoon of  
intensive trial of  a broad 
selection of  instruments, 
facilitated by Steinway 
representative Susan Lutz, 
Geoff  and Tuyen were 
delighted with the three they 
chose.  In addition, due to Wonsook’s gift, the School 
of  Music will be adding eight new Boston upright 
pianos to its inventory for classrooms and practice 
rooms, and the School of  Theater and Dance will gain 
a new Roland digital keyboard for the Westhoff  
Theater.  With these new pianos, the ISU School of  
Music will be eligible to receive the “All-Steinway 
School” designation.  Many thanks to Dean Jean 
Miller for supporting this substantial investment!  
Mack Wood reports that the Big Red Marching 
Machine performed at both home football games at 
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Tuyen Tonnu and Geoff  Duce try new Steinway B grand 
pianos in St. Louis.
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Hancock Stadium on Saturday, February 27th and 
Saturday, March 20th. To finish out the marching 
season, BRMM will be livestreaming a performance via 
Facebook Live through the ISU Bands Facebook page 
on Thursday, April 8th. This performance will feature 
the first instance of  actual marching band this school 
year. We hope you can tune in and enjoy this brief  look 
at normal in Normal.  A huge thank you to Dr. Ben 
Stiers for all of  his help throughout this season and 
through the many transitions! 
 Justin Vickers recently submitted the manuscript for 
Benjamin Britten in Context to Cambridge University Press 
as part of  their new Composers in Context Series, with 
co-editor Vicki P. Stroeher. Vickers authored four 
chapters in the 40-chapter volume, in addition to the 
prologue framing the book, ‘Positioning Britten’ in the 
context of  twentieth-century British music research and 
Britten studies. He also completed revisions for an 
additional entry in Grove Dictionary of  Music and Musicians 
to Oxford University Press, and completed a review 
essay dedicated to Nicholas Temperley on Edward 
Loder’s opera Raymond and Agnes for a special edition of  
Nineteenth-Century Music Review. Vickers also guest 
lectured on Britten and Song via Zoom to the voice 
area of  Kennesaw State University in Georgia. 
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Upcoming Events, continued: 
4/15/21 
Collaborative Piano Recital   
  7:30 p.m., limited seating    
  (CPA) and livestream event 
4/16/21 
African Drumming and Dance Recital 
   8:00 p.m., limited seating    
   (Kemp) and livestream event 
4/21/21 
Symphonic Band Concert 
   8:00 p.m., livestream event 
4/24/21 
Symphonic Winds Concert 
   12:00 p.m., livestream event  
  (CPA) 
4/24/21 
Wind Symphony Concert 
   5:00 p.m., livestream event 
  (CPA) 
4/25/21 
Choral Showcase Concert 
   3:00 p.m., livestream event 
  (CPA) 
4/25/21 
ISU Symphony Orchestra Concert 
   7:00 p.m., livestream event 
    (CPA) 
4/30/21 
SOTD and SOM Joint Production: 
Gallantry and The Old Maid and the Thief  
   8:00p.m., WGLT Radio Broadcast 
www.finearts.illinoisstate.edu/live 
Congratulations to the Spring 2021 
Concerto Competition Winners! 
ISU Orchestra Concerto-Aria  
Competition Winners: 
Samantha Adams, flute 
Student of  Dr. Kim Risinger 
Qingyang Yu, piano 
Student of  Dr. Geoff  Duce 
ISU Band Concerto Competition Winner: 
Thomas Shermulis, bass clarinet 
Student of  Dr. David Gresham 
